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Sunday mornings at 9:30pm 

NOVEMBER SERMON SERIES AT FBC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Special music 
by Layne  
Victoria  
Hosick 

 

You are invited to join us each Sunday evening from 5:00 -  6:30pm at the Ministry Center as all 

ages, youth through adults, gather to fellowship over a light supper, discuss the Divine Design   

sermon topic from that morning’s sermon, and pray. 



Dear Church Family,  
 

I recently attended a prayer and training meeting on spiritual warfare in the northern part of St. Louis.  My normal practice   

is to, (assuming I’m not in a hurry, but all too often I am); is to get off the interstate fairly quickly and begin to snake my  

way through the city neighborhoods en route to my destination.  I very much like to survey the various neighborhoods and   

see  people in everyday life.  I was able to get off the normal beaten path of the interstate and take my time on this recent     

excursion and my soul seemed to be awakened to certain things.   
 

I’m not sure if my spirit was a bit more sensitive to the spiritual realities around me that day because of my anticipation and 

participation in a meaningful time of prayer, worship and teaching, but it was clear to me that I was struck with three very 

real emotions.  First, there was the emotion of “being at home.”  I feel most at home in cities.  I guess the reason is obvious, 

having been born and raised in Chicago.  My life was an urban existence.  The sounds, the smells, the people and culture of 

city life is what I know best.  I have loved every place I have ever lived and I have loved the precious opportunities to serve 

together with God’s people in those places.  But if I’m honest, I feel most “at home” inside of a tension found in city life.   
 

The second emotion I was struck with was that of a “holy burden”.  We’ve talked much about this over the last many weeks 

at both our Midweek services teaching through Hosea and also during our Sunday morning teaching times, most recently 

through our study of God sending spiritual revival.  God stirring the hearts of His people to pray always precedes Him sending 

revival.  And God laying a “holy burden” upon His people is what moves them to pray.   
 

The dynamics of neighborhoods in cities change fast - real fast.  Sometimes you experience this changing dynamic by simply 

crossing over to another side of a street.  One of the things that make city neighborhoods so unique are the demographics 

that define them.  Are they racially homogenous or are they racially mixed?  What are the socio-economic realities inside 

those neighborhoods?  What life opportunities are present for its residents?  In snaking my way toward the northern part of  

St. Louis I saw very clear distinctions between neighborhoods.  One could tell very quickly, even while driving, that the     

realities of poverty, joblessness, homelessness and violence were prevalent.  The burden I felt was far deeper than feeling 

sad over the societal ills and challenges that many in those neighborhoods faced.  The burden I felt had more to do with    

recognizing that the Gospel is and will always be the only hope for humanity.  Who is bringing the Gospel to these precious 

human beings that God loves so much?  What am I, what is our church family supposed to do to help penetrate these places 

with the hope of the Gospel?  The people are many; the needs are great.  The Gospel is the answer.  
 

The third emotion that struck me was that of “spiritual confusion.”  One of the things that I noticed going to and from the 

northern part of St. Louis is that the desperate places in the city are surrounded by the most beautiful urban homes, many   

of which are behind gates.  Gates are defensive measures.  They are meant to keep people out.  I understand the need to be 

safe and to protect our families but if we’re honest, gates communicate very real messages.  But are they communicating the 

right spiritual messages?   
 

In Matthew 16, Jesus asked His disciples who the people believed Him to be.  Most spoke of Jesus being one of God’s      

prophets.  But then Jesus looked right at the disciples and asked them what they believed about who He is.  The apostle    

Peter rightly confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  Immediately after his confession of the Christ,  

Jesus responded to Peter with these words, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 

you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

hell shall not prevail against it.” 
 

It is interesting that Jesus spoke about gates in His response to Peter.  Again, we know that gates are defensive              

measures.  But many of us, and I think myself included, have misunderstood this verse.  Our tendency is to think and act like 

God’s church is the gated community, and that God would never allow Satan to penetrate the church in such a way as to   

destroy it.  But Jesus never said that the Church was behind gates.  He said Satan and his minions were behind gates.  The 

forces of hell are gated and they are trying to do everything they can to keep people from destroying its influence.  The    

enemy of God is on the defensive side of the ball. The Church is on offense.  Jesus promised His Church that there will never 

be anything that Satan can do to ultimately stop God’s people who are seeking to advance God’s kingdom for God’s glory. The 

Church was never designed by God to live behind gates and to keep people out.  The Church was designed by God to storm 

the gates of hell and to keep people from going into them.  The gates of hell can’t stop God.   
 

I’m glad that God’s plan for us included Jesus not living behind a gated community.  I’m glad that Jesus came to live and to 

die among the very people He came to rescue.  John 1:14, And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 

his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 

I’m looking forward to Christmas.  It reminds me that God came to rescue us, not to tell us to stay away from Him.   
 

I love you all.  I am grateful to be your pastor. 
 

Pastor Jonathan 



Dear Church Family,  

 It is hard to believe it is already November. A month that we typically take time to be 

thankful. I would like to start by staying thank you to everyone who helped at the Fall Festival. 

The day of the event I was up in the middle of the night watching the weather and wondering 

what I was going to do if it rained. I had back up plans but knew they were not as exciting as 

the outside plans. God provided a beautiful evening with awesome weather. Thank you to those 

who volunteered to make the event successful! Thank you to those that brought chili, served 

the food, manned the fired, helped with games, brought your horse, and helped with the  

hayride! We had 9 crockpots of chili and went through most of it. Carolyn Harris was the  

winner of the chili cook-off and Dave Feazel got the award for the spiciest chili. We had 7 

families that were visitors that came to join us for the evening. Thank you for inviting your 

neighbors and family to join us for a relaxing evening.  

 As I am thanking volunteers...I want to once again thank the Kohlenbeger family who we 

had a farewell reception for on Sunday October the 25th. I am going to dearly miss this  

family.  I have enjoyed watching their children grow in their relationship with the Lord as well 

as serve alongside the Lord. Please pray for them as they work to sell their house here and 

move to South Carolina. I am in need in children’s ministry as the Kohlenberger’s have served 

for many years loving on our children. They taught the 1st grade Small group on Sunday  

morning. Laura was a listener for the 4th and 5th grade girls on Sunday evening and Randy a 

listener for 4th and 5th grade boys on Sunday evening in AWANA. Both of them would tell you 

of the blessing of working with the kids. If you would consider stepping in and helping please 

let me know.  

 Thank you to for all currently serving in children’s ministry! Thank you for those who 

serve on the nursery rotation, teach a preschool or children’s small group, serve in AWANA or 

teach in Hiz Kidz Choir. In each of these areas you are very much appreciated and making an 

eternal difference in the lives of the children!  

 

Joyfully Serving Him!  
 

Jenny  



     How blessed our family has been 

to call FBC Columbia our church for 

the past 13 years. You have taken us 

in and made us feel so loved. We 

have enjoyed our time serving along-

side so many. 
 

     We really appreciated the Fare-

well Reception that was given for us. 

You poured out your love with en-

couraging words, hugs, and gifts. 

Thank you for everything!  
 

     We will miss you all very much. If 

anyone is in the Greenville, SC area, 

please look us up. 

 

The Kohlenberger Family 

 

Congratulations to Adam & Sarah Rose 

on the birth of their new baby boy, 

Elijah Nathan Rose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elijah was born on September 21, 2015 

He weighed 8 lbs, 1 oz, and was 20 in. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Time to Order  

 Your Poinsettia! 

Order your Poinsettia in honor or in memory of your loved one 

to decorate our auditorium for Christmas. 
 

$6.00 each. Please pay when you order your plant.        

(order forms are in your Sunday bulletin and  

at the Welcome Table in the Atrium.                                                                                                                                         

 

Our sympathy and love are extended to Carl and Loretta Gold  

in the passing of their daughter, Jenny Koch. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The ministry of 321 Improv is to use 

comedy to spread a message of true joy 

that can only come from a personal   

relationship with Jesus Christ."          

Carl Crispin, founder of 321 Improv  

 

 

      321 Improv creates a unique, interactive comedy experience unlike any 

you’ve been part of before. 321 Improv instantly turns audience suggestions into 

hilarious scenes that will bring tears to your eyes, a pain to your side and will 

make your face ache with laughter! 

          Since its inception, 321 Improv has been in high demand for events across 

the United States and Canada. They’ve performed in more than 40 states and 4 

Canadian provinces bringing true joy and laughter to almost a million people. 

 

 



 

Team Chenzhou 

A Heart for Hunan 
 

Join us we return to the heart of China to work with the  

orphans and nannies of this city for our 6th year.  

 

June 9-23, 2016 ** 
**Might change by a day or 2 dependent on airfare 

 

Cost estimated $3500-$4000 total 
 

Contact Shannon for more information 

Shannon@inhishandsorphans.org 

618-698-9196 

Christmas Gathering with GFC 

    
 
 
 

 

Appetizers, Entertainment, Gift give-aways 
 

Good food, Good time, God's Word 

Girlfriends Cafe  
   FBC Atrium 

    November 30, 2015 
    7:00-8:30 

mailto:Shannon@inhishandsorphans.org


HOST HOMES NEEDED FOR  

YOUTH PROGRESSIVE DINNER  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13   

You would provide food, drinks and 
seating in your home for one course 

of the meal. Contact Shannon    
Laxton shannonlaxton@gmail.com 
or Lonnie Trembly, our youth pas-

tor for more info. 

 
 

Volunteer to  

be a  

youth worker! 
 

You will be 

blessed! 

mailto:shannonlaxton@gmail.com


    

 

                   
DEACONS 

Tommy Hopewell 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 

NOVEMBER 1 Andy Baxter, David Feazel,  

Jerry Cates, Kevin Hileman, Terry Konkel, 

Nathan White 

NOVEMBER 8 Dave Smith, Joshua Blair,     

Kyle Brinkman, Mike Gaynor, Ben Nelson 

NOVEMBER 15 Jim Powers, Nick Cracchiolo, 

Ray Fischer, Rob Gion, Dennis Haudrich,    

Tom McBroom, Karl Nowak 

NOVEMBER 22 Terry Geist, Scott Ballard,     

Al Bollinger, Dewayne Gerberding, Tommy 

Hopewell, Randy Riebeling, Tim Toolen 

NOVEMBER 29 Lee Guethle, Brian Harriss, 

Dick Laxton, Mark Laxton, Kyle Riebeling,  

Tim Verbeke 

 

GREETERS  

8:00 Gary & Rita Couch 

9:00 & 10:45 Julie Binder, Betty Courtney, 

Patti Skipper, Jesse & Wendy Stevens 

 

INTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF 

NOVEMBER 1 Mindy Guethle / Candi Feazel 

NOVEMBER 8 Mindy Guethle / Denise Byrd 

NOVEMBER 15 Candi Feazel / Denise Byrd 

NOVEMBER 22 Mindy Guethle / Candi Feazel 

NOVEMBER 29 Mindy Guethle / Denise Byrd 

 

NURSERY WORKERS 

NOVEMBER 1 

Babies: Kevin & Lonnie Hileman 

Toddlers: Mike & Dawn Gaynor 

1’s-2’s:  Jamie & Christian Frank 

3’s: Nick & Christy Cracchiolo 

4’s:  Kara Grafton, Hannah Kohlenberger 

NOVEMBER 8 

Babies: Jon & Jessie Maus 

Toddlers: Angie Emring, Angie Weber 

1’s-2’s: Christel Abbeg, Sara Duguay 

3’s: John & Sandy Marion 

4’s: Taff & Vicki Harris 

NOVEMBER 15 

Babies: Joanna Hoffman, Michelle Tullis 

Toddlers: Shannon Flowers 

1’s-2’s: Ben & Julie Nelson 

3’s: Phyliss Kaiping Family  

34’s: Kara Grafton, Hannah Kohlenberger 

NOVEMBER 22 

Babies: Dan & Megan Flowers 

Toddlers: Jonathan & Elaine Mercer 

1’s-2’s: Pam Case, Toni Holloway 

3’s: Sarah Ballard, Cindy Phelps-Heldt 

4’s: Josh & Amanda Vandever 

NOVEMBER 29 FIFTH SUNDAY ROTATION 

Babies: Jon & Jessie Maus 

Toddlers: Jamee Wheeler, Heather White 

1’s-2’s: Vicki Harris 

3’s: Larry & Diana Goleaner 

4’s: Jay & Kamille Spirakis 

 

Peanut Allergy Alert: PLEASE do not send food or allow your child to bring any food into the nursery rooms at church. 

Any contact with food processed with nuts or nut oil in any form can cause a severe reaction in children with life 

threatening  peanut  allergies. 

USHERS (ALL OF NOVEMBER) 

Francis Asselmeier, Dick Hoffman, 

Don Horn, Joe Iorio, John  Love, 

Jeff McClanahan, David Ray,       

Ron Snow 

 

SECURITY OBSERVERS 

NOVEMBER 1 Terry Geist 

NOVEMBER 8 Jeremy Barton 

NOVEMBER 15 Andy Baxter 

NOVEMBER 22 Bill Crenshaw 

NOVEMBER 29 Ken Cooper 

 

SECURITY RESPONDERS 

NOVEMBER 1 Russ Harrison 

NOVEMBER 8 Rick Davis 

NOVEMBER 15 Russ Harrison 

NOVEMBER 22 Rick Davis 

NOVEMBER 29 Russ Harrison 

 

FIRST AID RESPONDER 

NOVEMBER 1 Rachel Ray 

NOVEMBER 8 Julie Binder 

NOVEMBER 15 Erin Westfall 

NOVEMBER 22 Mary Wilhelm 

NOVEMBER 29 Candi Feazel 



For the Record—October 2015 

Bible Study Average 240 

Weekly Worship Average 346 

Monthly Budget Offering Received $51,856.66 

YTD Budget Needed $735,892.11 

YTD Budget Received $690,508.94 

Follow the Dream: Sprint to the Finish 

Sprint to the Finish Amount Pledged (2013-2016) $1,316,318.00 

Spring to the Finish Received—October $12,442.33 

Sprint to the Finish received since May 2013 $1,176,436.77    

No activities November 25. 

Church offices will be closed November 11, 26 & 27. 

Budget Discussion  December 2. 

Columbia Light Parade December 5. 

AWANA Skate Party December 6. 

HIZ KIDZ Christmas Program December 9. 

Christmas Eve Services - 6:00pm & 11:00pm. 

 
Wednesday Family Dinner 

November 10   -   5:00-6:00pm 

 

Soup  

Night! 

 

FBC COLUMBIA SCHEDULE OF SERVICES: 
SUNDAY: 
    Bible Study Groups 8:15am  (adult classes—no nursery or childcare) 
    Worship  9:30am  (childcare for birth through Pre-K) 
    Bible Study Groups      11:00am  (all ages birth through age 150!) 
    AWANA  5:00-6:30pm (September—May; ages 3 through 5th grade) 
    Youth Group  5:00-6:30pm (meets at Student Ministry Center) 
     FBC Choir   6:45pm 
 
WEDNESDAY: 
    Youth Group  6:30-8:00pm (meets at Student Ministry Center) 
    Bible Study & Prayer 6:30pm 
    Hiz Kidz Choir  6:30pm (September—May; ages 4 through 5th grade) 
 
 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF: 

For ministry needs, please don’t hesitate to contact a member of our staff personally. 

 
Jonathan Peters, Senior Pastor  (618-978-7989) 
Lonnie Trembly, Associate Pastor, Students  (618-977-9719) 
Jenny Auld, Director, Preschool & Children Ministries   (636-248-4203) 
Larry Rhodes, Interim Minister of Music & Education 
 

Karen Mercer, Secretary Diana Goleaner, Secretary    Susan Baum, Bookkeeper 
Mark Walter, Custodian Terry Geist, Custodian 

   
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

1200 Valmeyer Rd ▪ Columbia, Illinois 62236 
(618) 281-5605 office ▪ (618) 281-7386 fax 

email: info@fbccolumbia.com   

website: fbccolumbia.com          

 

 


